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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the application filed on 1 1/24/03. 

2. Claims 1-17 have been examined and are pending. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Under Cross Reference to Related Applications, applicant is advised to provide 
serial number and status of the US application. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, because the claim recites, 
"wherein prior to the step of monitoring, further comprising the steps of: defining 
collaboration spaces; and associating collaboration spaces with one or more Web 
documents, topics and meta data. According to the specification, the step of monitoring 
must occur before defining collaboration spaces and associating collaboration spaces 
with one or more Web documents, topics and meta data (Page 12, lines 15-25; Figure 
8). Therefore, it would be impossible to define collaboration spaces and associate the 
collaboration spaces with one or more Web documents without first monitoring the 



3. 



the 
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user's browsing activity. The claim recites "wherein prior to the step of monitoring, 
further comprising the steps of:", which is unclear. Applicant is advised to amend the 
claim in order to clarify the meaning of the claim. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 112, second paragraph, because there is no 
support for the claim limitations in the specification. In claim 12, the term "life cycle" is 
not mentioned in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Inala et al. (USPN 6,442,590) in view of Lee et al. (USPN 7,133,895). 

Regarding claim 1 , Inala disclosed a method for collaborative Web browsing, 
comprising the steps of: 

defining a collaboration toolbar and displaying the collaboration toolbar on a user 
interface (Ul), the collaboration toolbar including a user Ul components to list related 
collaboration spaces, and list related links (Figure 2; Column 8, line 62 to Column 9, line 
6; Column 10, lines 50-57); 
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defining a collaboration co-browser which is displayed on the Ul (Figure 2, item 
38; Column 8, lines 17-18); 

monitoring a user's browsing activity (Column 5, lines 40-51 ; Column 8, lines 49- 
52); and 

mining browsed content to determine page, topic or meta data intent (Column 5, 
lines 40-51 ; Column 8, lines 49-52; Column 14, lines 58-64). 
Inala does not specifically disclose the collaboration toolbar including a user Ul 
components to logon/logoff, manage collaboration spaces. However, Lee disclosed the 
above limitation (Figure 2, 3, and 15; Column 8, lines 25-32). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Inala's system by incorporating the teachings of Lee for the purpose of allowing a user 
to efficiently control their participation in collaboration sessions (Column 8 lines 29-30 
and 33-41). 

Regarding claim 2, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
wherein upon monitoring the user's browsing activity, the step of mining browsed 
content is performed to determine an appropriate set of related collaboration elements 
of an appropriately related collaboration space to the browsed content (Column 5, lines 
40-51; Column 8, lines 49-52 and line 62 to Column 9, line 6; Column 14, lines 58-64). 

Regarding claim 3, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
wherein upon mining browsed content, the step of monitoring browsing activity 
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populates the collaboration toolbar with the appropriately related collaboration elements 
(Figure 2; Column 5, lines 40-51; Column 8, lines 49-52 and line 62 to Column 9, line 6). 

Regarding claim 4, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
the step of monitoring, further comprising the steps of: 
defining collaboration spaces; and 

associating collaboration spaces with one or more Web documents, topics and 
meta data (Column 5, lines 40-51 ; Column 8, lines 49-52 and line 62 to Column 9, line 
6; Column 14, lines 58-64). 

Regarding claim 5, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
wherein upon user selection of an appropriately related collaboration space from the 
toolbar, further comprising the step of rendering by the collaboration co-browser a 
collaboration space related to browser context (Figure 2, item 38). 

Regarding claim 6, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
the step of allowing a user to instantiate collaboration operations from the collaboration 
co-browser (Figure 2, item 41 "control panel"; Column 8, line 62 to Column 9, line 6). 

Regarding claim 7, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
the step of augmenting by the collaboration co-browser a Web browser and displaying 
collaboration elements of an appropriate collaboration space corresponding to the 
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user's monitored browsing activity (Figure 2; Column 5, lines 40-51 ; Column 8, lines 49- 
52 and line 62 to Column 9, line 6). 

Regarding claim 8, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed . 
the steps of: 

defining collaboration spaces (Column 5, lines 40-51; Column 8, lines 49-52; 
Column 14, lines 58-64); 

associating collaboration spaces with one or more Web documents, topics and 
meta data (Column 5, lines 40-51; Column 8, lines 49-52; Column 14, lines 58-64); and 

rendering by the collaboration co-browser a collaboration space related to 
browser context (Figure 2, item 38). 

Regarding claim 9, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
the step of augmenting by the collaboration co-browser a Web browser and displaying 
collaboration elements of the rendered collaboration space corresponding to the user's 
monitored browsing activity (Figure 2; Column 5, lines 40-51 ; Column 8, lines 49-52 and 
line 62 to Column 9, line 6). 

Regarding claim 10, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
the step of allowing a user to instantiate collaboration operations from the collaboration 
co-browser (Figure 2, item 41 "control panel"; Column 8, line 62 to Column 9, line 6). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , Inala disclosed a system for collaborative Web browsing, 
comprising: 

a collaboration toolbar component which generates a collaboration toolbar 
display on a user interface (Ul), the collaboration toolbar including a list box of related 
collaboration spaces, and a list box of related links (Figure 2; Column 8, line 62 to 
Column 9, line 6; Column 10, lines 50-57); 

a collaboration co-browser component which generates a collaboration co- 
browser display on the Ul when a user logons on (Figure 2, item 38; Column 8, lines 17- 
18); 

a monitor that observes a user's browsing activity, the collaboration co-browser 
component responding to the monitor and displaying collaboration elements of an 
appropriate collaboration space (Figure 2; Column 5, lines 40-51; Column 8, lines 49-52 
and line 62 to Column 9, line 6); and 

a mining component to mine the monitored browser content (Column 5, lines 40- 

51). 

Inala did not specifically disclose a user logon/logoff toggle button, buttons to manage 
and configure collaboration spaces. However Lee disclosed the above limitation (Figure 
2, 3, and 15; Column 8, lines 25-32). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Inala's system by incorporating 
the teachings of Lee for the purpose of allowing a user to efficiently control their 
participation in collaboration sessions (Column 8 lines 29-30 and 33-41). 
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Regarding claim 12, the rejection of claim 11 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
a collaboration manager that maintains a life cycle of collaboration spaces (Column 6, 
lines 27-29; Column 9, line 62 to Column 10 line 7). 

Regarding claim 13, the rejection of claim 11 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
one or more collaboration servers that implement various modalities of collaboration 
operations (Figure 1, item 15; Column 5 line 40 to Column 6 line 37). 

Regarding claim 14, the rejection of claim 1 1 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
wherein upon monitoring the browsing activity by the monitor, the mining component 
mines the browsed content to determine an appropriate set of related collaboration 
elements of an appropriately related collaboration space to the browsed content 
(Column 5, lines 40-51; Column 8, lines 49-52 and line 62 to Column 9, line 6; Column 
14, lines 58-64). 

Regarding claim 15, the rejection of claim 11 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
wherein upon mining the browsed content by the mining component, the monitored 
browsing activity populates the collaboration toolbar component with appropriately 
related collaboration elements (Figure 2; Column 5, lines 40-51; Column 8, lines 49-52 
and line 62 to Column 9, line 6). 
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Regarding claim 16, the rejection of claim 1 1 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
wherein the collaboration co-browser component renders a collaboration space related 
to browser context (Figure 2, item 38). 

Regarding claim 17, the rejection of claim 1 1 is incorporated and further Inala disclosed 
wherein collaboration operations are instantiated from the collaboration co-browser 
(Figure 2, item 41 "control panel"; Column 8, line 62 to Column 9, line 6). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kim-Lynn Dam whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1408. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 7:30-5:00, Friday 7:30-4:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chameli Das can be reached on (571) 272-3696. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Art Unit 21 12 



